Liver transplantation with grafts from septuagenarians.
The purpose of this study was to evaluate our experience with orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) using grafts from septuagenarians. Seventeen adult patients underwent transplantation with grafts from donors 70 years of age or older during an 8-year period. The median donor age was 73 years (range, 70-83). Eleven (64.7%) donors had experienced at least 1 hypotensive period and received vasoactive drugs. Median cold and warm ischemia times were 7.25 hours and 35 minutes, respectively. Two recipients underwent retransplantation because of dysfunction or primary nonfunction. Morbidity rate was 47% and hospital mortality rate was 23.5%. After a median follow-up of 34.5 months (range, 3-84 months), 5 additional patients died. Median patient survival was 17 months (range, 0-84 months). One-, 3-, 5-, and 7-year cumulative survival rates were 69.7%, 57.5%, 46.2%, and 23.3%, respectively. Only graft dysfunction (P = .042) was observed to be an independent predictor of survival upon multivariate analysis. Although grafts from septuagenarians allow for expansion of the donor pool, long-term recipient survival is inferior to that encountered with younger donors.